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“Gimcrack’s Cup” by Larry Heyl is
licensed CC BY.

Dragon image by christelleg from
Pixabay is public domain.

Chalice image by OpenClipart-
Vectors from Pixabay is public
domain.
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Gimcrack's Cup
by Larry Heyl
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Gimcrack's Cup
by Larry Heyl

There it was, spread out in front
of me. The dragon's horde. So
beautiful, all the gold and jewels. It
would be perfect if it wasn't for the
giant red sprawled across the
treasure snoring.

Focus, I told myself. Where's the
cup? The dwarves were paying me
for one thing and one thing only,
Gimcrack's Cup, their holy chalice,
and of course it was made of gold so
of course the dragon stole it.

I knew from experience that I
could spend through any treasure I
could steal and I made my share of
enemies learning this. The dwarves
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were offering an annuity and safe
harbor. I had to get that cup.

I crept slowly, keeping in the
shadows around the edge of the
cave. How can I see one cup piled
amongst all that gold? Sharp eyes, I
thought. Stay focused. Move slowly.

When I got to the far side of the
cave I was looking right up the
sleeping dragons nostrils. One puff
and I'd be toast. But there it was.



