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“Seventeen Haikus” by Larry Heyl is
licensed CC BY.

“Seventeen Haikus” was originally
published on SFF Short Stories.

The image of Bashu by Hokusai is public
domain.

To an old pond
A frog leaps in.
And the sound of the water.

By Basho
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Seventeen Haikus
by Larry Heyl

The first haiku was
the last one written. A glimpse
into the future.

Honored instructor,

I know this is not my assignment
but I have just completed the most
remarkable work. Against all dicta I
was overtaken by a creative
impulse. Three days ago seventeen
haikus poured out as if written by
the hand of God. Of course it was
my hand and my brain so these
haikus were quite flawed in form
and substance. I have spent the last
three days perfecting this work, still



